
APPENDIX 1.4: UPDATED COMMUNITY OUTREACH ______________________________ 
1.4a: Copies of Presentations and Sign-in Sheets 

See Figure 1: February 25, 2020 Community Meeting Presentation and Figure 2: Sign In Sheets 
on the pages that follow.  



Welcome!
• Please sign in and help yourself to fliers, stickers, pens, pizza, and candy
• Take a moment to connect with us on social media:

• Facebook.com/chi.prep.middle
• Instagram: @chi.prep.middle



Agenda

1.Welcome and Introductions
2.Overview of Chicago Prep
3.Q&A, Feedback & Ideas
4.Next steps







Overview

• Proposed public charter middle school, 5th-8th grade
• Tuition-free, open enrollment, ALL students welcome
• Working to open in the fall of 2021 in Bronzeville



Mission

Chicago Preparatory Charter Middle School 
provides academic rigor 

in a structured and supportive community, 
preparing all 5th-8th grade scholars 

to succeed in college and positively impact the world.



Approach

Financial Literacy and Entrepreneurship +
Academic Rigor +

Character Development 

Excellent Teaching +
Structured and Supportive Community +

Family and Community Partnerships



Questions, Feedback, and Ideas



Next Steps

1.Follow us on social media
• Instagram: @chi.prep.middle
• Facebook: facebook.com/chi.prep.middle
• Website: www.chiprepmiddle.org

2.Take our survey
3.Sign our petition



Upcoming Events

• Bring your friends, family, and colleagues!
• Saturday, 3/7: Tabling at Woodlawn Community Summit, 

8:00am-12:30pm
• Saturday, 3/28: Tabling at South Side YMCA: Women’s 

History Month Fashion Meets Poetry/Music Showcase and 
Photoshoot, 2:00-5:00pm

• Tuesday, 3/31: Community Focus Group at Hall Branch 
Library, 6:30-7:30pm

Check our website for details and 
More events: www.chiprepmiddle.org



Thank you!

Remember to connect with us!
• www.chiprepmiddle.org
• Facebook.com/chi.prep.middle
• Instagram: @chi.prep.middle









Virtual Community Meeting
Wednesday, July 29, 2020



Overview

• Proposed public charter middle school, 
5th-8th grade

• Planning to open in Bronzeville in the 
fall of 2021 with a founding class of 5th

and 6th grade
• Tuition-free, open enrollment

• Welcome students with disabilities, 
English Learners

• Mission: Prepare students to succeed 
in college and positively impact the 
world





Ways to Support
1. Complete an enrollment interest form! 

www.chiprepmiddle.org/enrollment
2. Sign our petition: www.chiprepmiddle.org/petition
3. Write a letter of support



Figure 4: Photo of Facebook Live Meeting, July 29

 





 

6/24 Met with Caryn Lichtenberg, Director of 
Alumni School Leadership at Teach for 
America Chicago-NWI 

 

6/24 Met with Charles and Kim Edoigiawrie, 
residents 

Likes community focus. 

6/24 Met with Yvette Love, CPS graduate and 
community networker 

Likes community focus. 

6/24 Met with Phillip Jones, Chief of Staff for 
State Representative Lamont Robinson, 5th 
District 

Excited about the academic rigor of the model; 
inquired about IB programming. Plans to share 
what we discussed with Rep. Robinson and get 
back to us. 

6/24 Met with Elizabeth Overstreet, former 
Bronzeville resident  

Likes financial literacy focus. 

6/24 Met with Della Taylor, Bronzeville resident  

6/24 Met with Jennifer Hatch, Bronzeville 
resident and parent 

 

6/24 Met with Ed Chapman, CPS graduate and 
community networker 

 

6/24 Formally presented Chicago Prep to 15 
members of the GBCAC Executive 
Committee; answered questions and 
received feedback. (This was the second 
presentation after our initial meeting in 
February.) 

Positive feedback included: extensive 
community engagement conducted so far, 
including engaging early with the GBCAC; focus 
on financial literacy, entrepreneurship, and 
social/emotional learning; potential to improve 
educational outcomes in Bronzeville and 
encourage more families to stay in the region 
for school. Questions/concerns included: 
where will you recruit from; how will you 
minimize harm to existing schools. 

6/25 Met with Pastor Eddie Williams, Pastor at 
Metropolitan Baptist Church (MBC), who 
was born and raised in Bronzeville 

Has close connections with South Park Baptist 
Church in Bronzeville; may be open to helping 
our team speak to the congregation. Very 
supportive of our school model and focus on 
financial literacy. 

6/26 Met with Sabrina Wilkins, Bronzeville 
resident 

 

6/26 Met with 3rd Ward Alderman Pat Dowell Alderman Dowell was pleased to hear the 
extent of our community engagement so far, as 
well as the focus on financial literacy, 
entrepreneurship, and cultural relevance. She 
also expressed that generally, she has not been 
a fan of charter schools and fears that they take 
away resources from existing schools. 
Alderman Dowell asked for a list of community 
organizations we have met with so far, and 
asked what the reaction of the GBCAC and The 
GAP CO had been, as their opinion matters a lot 
to her. In July, Alderman Dowell then joined the 



 

scheduled community meetings for both 
groups, at which we presented. 

6/29 Met with Chanel Sims, Bronzeville resident Excited about the academic rigor of the model 

6/29 Met with Representative Kambium 
Buckner, 26th House District 

Representative Buckner seems generally 
supportive of our proposal and did not express 
any serious concerns. Has not yet agreed to 
publicly support Chicago Prep. 

6/29 Met with 4th Ward Alderman Sophia King Alderman King shared that she is focused on 
improving neighborhood schools; has concern 
about a new charter taking away 
students/resources from existing schools. 

6/30 Met with Robin Smith, Bronzeville resident Likes middle school focus. 

6/30 Met with Laurie Bryant, Bronzeville resident 
and Owner, Mathnasium Learning Center 

Likes middle school focus. 

6/30 Met with Patricia Akuamoah, Community 
Engagement at The Community Builders 
(TCB)/The Cornerstone Apartments 

Patricia is very excited about our model and has 
completed an enrollment interest form for her 
own rising 4th grade daughter. Believes that 
Chicago Prep and TCB could be great partners, 
and is interested in providing space and 
instructors for extracurricular programming if 
we are approved to open. 

7/3 Met with Parrish Hobbs, CPS graduate and 
tennis instructor 

 

7/5 Met with Karen Riley, Bronzeville resident  

7/5 Met with Robert Hazzard, Bronzeville 
resident 

 

7/5 Met with Mell Monroe, Bronzeville resident 
and Owner, Bronzeville Bed & Breakfast 

 

7/5 Met with Gachelle Coffey, Bronzeville 
resident and former radio personality 

 

7/5 Met with Kim Turner, Bronzeville resident  

7/7 Provided overview of Chicago Prep for 35 
community members at The GAP 
Community Organization monthly meeting; 
answered questions and received feedback. 

The members of The GAP CO were highly 
engaged and asked many questions at the end 
of our presentation (through live video 
interaction), including: more details regarding 
entrepreneurship and social/emotional 
learning, and whether we plan to partner with 
a bank or credit union to make financial literacy 
more tangible; Alderman Dowell 
recommended partnering with South Side 
Community Federal Credit Union, and Kendall 
Herbert suggested Providence Bank. Members 
also asked about Lead Founder Mary Griffin’s 
test score growth and achievement at her 
previous school. At the meeting, there was no 
openly expressed opposition to our proposal. 



 

7/9 Keronn Walker, Founder of B.I.G. Baseball 
and Scout for the Chicago Cubs; Bronzeville 
resident and De La Salle alumnus 

Likes the vision of Chicago Prep,  
interested potentially partnering if Chicago 
Prep is approved to open, to help expand 
baseball on the South Side.  

7/13 Formally presented to 45 members of the 
GBCAC at the Quarterly meeting (first 
presentation to full group; third 
presentation in front of the Executive 
Committee); answered questions and 
received feedback. 

The members of the GBCAC were highly 
engaged and asked many questions at the end 
of our presentation (through the Zoom chat 
function), including: what is the source of our 
academic data; why look at IAR data; how many 
instructional minutes in math and ELA; which 
community partners have we engaged; how 
are we engaging families; how will we support 
adolescents’ identity development and SEL; 
how will we approach discipline; and how will 
we work with existing schools. At the meeting, 
there was no openly expressed opposition to 
our proposal. 

7/28 Met with Harold Lucas, President and CEO 
of Black Metropolis Convention and 
Tourism Council 

Is excited about the opportunities Chicago Prep 
is creating and has committed to writing a 
letter of support for inclusion with our Tier III 
Application. 

7/28 Met with Dr. Barrington Price, Vice 
President for Student Success and 
Engagement at Dominican University 

Excited about how we are thinking holistically 
(i.e., academically but also socially/emotionally 
and practically/financially) about how to 
prepare students for college and beyond. 

 
 



1.4c: Examples of Flyers and Outreach Materials 

Figure 1: Chicago Prep Family Postcard 
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Figure 2: Chicago Prep Flyer 
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Figure 3: Chicago Prep Website 
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Figure 4: Chicago Prep Instagram 
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Figure 5: Sample Instagram Posts: February 9, February 28, March 11, April 26, and May 13 

 
 

 

 

5



 

Figure 6: Focus Group Flyer and Instagram Post, February 25
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Figure 7: Chicago Prep Sample Facebook Posts, June 6 and June 20
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Figure 8: South Side Weekly Ad, June 2020
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Figure 9: Chicago Prep Online Financial Literacy Class Posts: June 8, July 1, and July 22
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Figure 10: Chicago Prep Team Members at Community Event, June 27
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Figure 11: Enrollment Interest Post, July 16 
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Figure 12: Direct Mailer, July 23
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Figure 13: Virtual Community Meeting Post, July 27

On the pages that follow, please find Figure 14: Chicago Prep Newsletter, January 2020.
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