
To: 
Office of Innovation and Incubation 
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 

August 15, 2017 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am writing today in support of the opening of the Chicago Classical Academy charter in the South Loop. 

As somebody who was born and raised in Europe, the Classical school model appeals to me very much 

since it reminds me of my own academic path. I was a student in a linguistic high school in Germany and 

I feel that my extensive Latin background was very helpful in my acquisition of foreign languages, but 

also in my current career in medicine. I also had the opportunity to learn about the various aspects of 

the Roman and Greek cultures, and their roles in the history of philosophy, math, science, and religion.  

A pre-determined and age-appropriate curriculum that encourages students to learn how to think and 

not what to think is exactly what I hope my son and other children in our neighborhood will have access 

to, without having to pay exorbitant fees for a private school. I have spoken with other moms in my 

building and neighborhood, and most of them are like-minded and in support of a Classical charter 

available to our children in the South Loop. 

I would like to help my son reach his fullest potential, and become a kind, understanding, and fearless 

individual with a thirst for knowledge, and I feel the Chicago Classical Academy would be the perfect 

environment for that. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Irena I. Bellinski, RN, MPH 
910 S Michigan Avenue 







	

T:	773-355-8540	

E:	info@chicagoembassychurch.org	

W:	www.chicagoembassychurch.org	

P.O.	Box	21527,	Chicago,	IL	60621	

14	August	2017	
	
Sam	Mathias	
Authorization	Manager	
Office	of	Innovation	and	Incubation	
Chicago	Public	Schools	
42	W.	Madison	St.	
Chicago,	IL	60602	
	
Dear	Sam	Mathias,	
	
I	am	a	pastor	in	the	Bronzeville/Kenwood	neighborhoods,		father,	and	activist	who	blogs	at	Chicago	
Unheard	--	this	cities	educational	opportunities	are	very	important	to	me,	my	family	and	my	
congregants.	Chicago	Classical	Academy	is	proposing	to	open	in	the	fall	of	2018,	and	I	support	this	
endeavor.	I	have	come	to	know	the	team	and	the	classical	model	and	am	impressed	with	how	this	
time-tested	method	has	the	potential	to	integrate	students	of	various	race,	economic	and	cultural	
backgrounds.		The	classical	model	focuses	on	shared	history	and	providing	cultural	literacy	to	
enable	any	student	to	excel	in	this	complicated	America.	I	am	especially	intrigued	with	its	current	
sister	schools	that	are	serving	low-income,	minority	students	and	making	huge	impact!		Their	sister	
schools	average	a	400	student	waiting	list	-	this	model	has	worked	and	is	working	and	parents	want	
it!			
	
Chicago	Classical	Academy	believes	any	and	all	kids	are	exceptional	-	it	aims	to	provide	every	
student	with	the	cultural	literacy	to	thrive	as	a	human	and	as	an	American!		This	is	why	they	have	
chosen	to	apply	for	a	charter,	so	it	can	be	open	enrollment	and	tuition	free!		Chicago	Classical	will	
be	providing	a	rich,	classical	liberal-arts	curriculum	with	a	strong	civics	and	character	component	
coupled	with	a	commitment	to	the	overall	health	and	wellness	of	every	child.	This	will	be	a	rich	
contribution	to	the	South	Loop,	it’s	bordering	neighborhoods,	and	to	anyone	else	that	seeks	a	
classical	education!		
	
I	support	Chicago	Classical	Academy	getting	the	opportunity	to	open	and	provide	a	classical	choice	
for	Chicago	families.		
	
Sincerely,	
	

	
Chris	Butler,	Pastor	
Chicago	Embassy	Church	



 
 

 
 

August 28, 2017 

 

Sam Mathias  

Authorization Manager 

Office of Innovation and Incubation 

Chicago Public Schools 

42 W Madison St 

Chicago, IL 60602 

 

Dear Mr. Mathias, 

 

I'm writing to express my support for the Chicago Classical Academy.  

 

As a CPS parent, I know how critical it is that the city's children receive a quality education. My 

wife and I are heavily invested in CPS. We sink many volunteer hours into our elementary 

school. We can see the effect -- parental involvement raises the standards for all involved, 

including the children, the teachers, and the administration. 

Sadly, not all schools have the level of involvement that ours does, and that's a shame. But that's 

not a permanent condition. If we provide places where the parents can choose the school, 

particularly one like CCA, then the parents will engage because they've made the school their 

own. 

CPS does offer some school choice, but it's limited. The number of slots available is small and 

not every child gets a chance to have one. 

I can tell you that in my organization there are many, many families like ours. Most make the 

hard decision to depart for the suburbs -- not because they want to, but because it's the only place 

to find a safe, high-quality school in an affordable neighborhood. If CCA were available, then 

many would stay. 

Chicago offers schools that specialize in the arts, STEM, the humanities, and language. It does 

not offer a school that specializes in a traditional, classical education. CCA would fill that gap. 

 

I urge you to approve CCA's charter school application. 

 

I would like to have the choice to send my child to a high-quality school like CCA. I would like 

for all parents in Chicago to have that choice as well. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Chris Cleveland 

Chairman, Chicago Republican Party 



 

 

Demetrius Davis, Co-Pastor 
CityPoint Community Church 
110 E. 23rd St. 
Chicago, IL 60616 
ddavis@citypointcc.org 

 

24 July 2017 
 

Sam Mathias 
Authorization Manager 
Office of Innovation and Incubation 
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 
Dear Sam Mathias, 
 
I have had the opportunity to observe the Chicago Classical 
Academy team’s passion and commitment for creating a unique 
educational option for families in the South Loop community. I am 
inspired by both their grassroots work and vision.  
 
I had the opportunity to visit one of their sister schools in 
Savannah, Georgia and was impressed with how this time-tested 
educational model served low-income, minority students.  The 
students were excited about learning and challenged in a way that 
gave them a sense of pride and dignity.  This model believes any 
and all kids are exceptional - it aims to provide every student with 
the cultural literacy to thrive as a human and as an American! 
Chicago Classical will be providing a rich, classical liberal-arts 
curriculum with a strong civics and character component coupled 
with a commitment to the overall health and wellness of every 
child. This is what the South Loop (and Chicago!) needs. 
 
Chicago Classical Academy is proposing to open in the fall of 2018, 
and I fully support this endeavor. 
 
Please give Chicago Classical Academy the opportunity to meet 
the educational demands of the South Loop and broader Chicago 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Demetrius Davis 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
March 24, 2017 

 
 
 
Office of Innovation and Incubation  

Chicago Public Schools 

42 W. Madison St.  

Chicago, IL 60602 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing to express my support for the Chicago Classical Academy in the South Loop of Chicago. 

 

ChiClassical will offer a rich liberal-arts education, teaching students through an intentional curriculum that 

promotes integrity, determination and compassion. Their mission is to develop grounded young men and 

women who think independently and take seriously their civic contributions. This is needed not only in the 

South Loop, but across all of Chicago, the nation and the world. Why shouldn’t children growing up in the 

South Loop lead the way? 

 

ChiClassical already sees the importance of teaching entrepreneurship and business ownership at an early 

age and has discussed partnering with our organization to provide entrepreneurial education via our proven 

curriculum and trained Facilitators. 

 

Entrenuity has a rich history of providing direct entrepreneurial training to youth. We’ve successfully 

introduced, trained, mentored and supported over 4,500 students in entrepreneurship education since 1991 at 

various schools, community organizations, churches and business camps. We would look forward to the 

opportunity to work with ChiClassical on equipping their youth to become the small business owners of 

tomorrow. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
L. Brian Jenkins 

Founder | President 

Entrenuity, NFP 

  
 
 
 
 







Office of Innovation and Incubation  

Chicago Public Schools 

42 W. Madison St. 

Chicago, IL 60602  

 

Dear Sam Mathias,  

 

My name is Janani Iyer and I am the proud parent of Vyas Iyer.  I am writing to express my 

interest and support for Chicago Classical Academy.  My child, Vyas Iyer, will be eligible to 

attend in school year 2018.  Thus, in lieu/addition to an Intent to Enroll, I write this letter.   

 

Personally, Chicago Classical Academy meets my needs teaching my child the study of the 

liberal arts! This will provide a solid foundation, strong character, and critical thinking 

skills for my child. He is currently enrolled in Classical Academy curriculum, however it is 

offered only in a private school, hence it is very expensive for me. I truly believe that 

Classical curriculum will be vital to building my child’s future careers. We do not have very 

many public schools in my neighborhood that offers anything to these standards, This 

school will certainly make my community richer and will make many parents stay in the 

community, who, otherwise would consider moving to the suburbs for these kind of 

education for their children.  

 

I look forward to the day I can submit an application to Chicago Classical Academy.  Thank 

you for considering parents voice and desires!  I urge you to approve Chicago Classical 

Academy’s application. 

 

In great support,  

 

Janani I 

 

Janani Iyer 





KDR GLOBAL EDUCATION SOLUTIONS 

8815 Conroy Windermere Rd. #166 Orlando, FL, 32835 

Of: (407) 377-6369 | Tel: (321) 663-6538 | Fax: (407) 909-9162 

____________________________ 

Patrick Collins  
5722 Kenwood Drive 
Newburgh,Indiana  
 
August 27th, 2017  
 
Attn: Sam Mathias  
Authorization Manager  
Office of Innovation and Incubation  
Chicago Public Schools  
42 W. Madison St.  
Chicago, IL 60602  
 
Dear Sam Mathias, 
 
I have worked in the area of education for over 20 years, as an educational consultant I have trained over 
800 teachers and administrators in the Marva Collins methodology. My principal focus is teacher 
empowerment, classroom management, phonics reading and language arts.  
 
Chicago Classical Academy is proposing to open in the fall of 2018, I have spoken with the design team, 
and hope to contribute to their initial growth and future strength! My contribution to the curriculum would 
ensure that students received a classical education, coupled with morals and values.The teachers and 
students under my tutelage would be able to navigate the intricate web of building superior students. The 
training provided would enable teachers to balanced literacy across the curriculum in all subject areas.  
 
As a child and student of Marva Collins I have had the rare opportunity to see first hand what a good 
teacher with good content can do in the lives of a student.  My mother brought a high standard of 
education to Chicago kids in socioeconomically disadvantaged neighborhoods.  She was indeed 
one-of-a-kind but her ways should and can be replicated - Chicago Classical Academy will mirror the 
content taught, the traditional, repetitive method, and the warm-strict love she had.  This educational 
philosophy has worked for centuries.  When my mother applied it in the west and south sides of Chicago 
it caught national attention.  It’s effectiveness is proven, no matter the background or current environment 
of the student.  
 
Let us hold Chicago students to high standards, fill them with knowledge to develop their self worth and 
love them relentlessly, just as my mother did.  Approve Chicago Classical Academy! Their model will 
make a great impact on Chicago and on this nation - just like my mother did.  
  
Sincerely,  

 
Patrick Collins 
Senior Consultant  
KDR Global Education Solutions  
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

KDR GLOBAL EDUCATION SOLUTIONS | 8815 Conroy Windermere Rd. #166 Orlando, FL, 32835 



September 6, 2017 
 
Attn: Sam Mathias 
Authorization Manager 
Office of Innovation and Incubation 
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602  
 
Dear Sam Mathias,  
 
As a parent, teacher, and South Loop resident, the educational opportunities available to my child are of 
the upmost importance to me, as I am sure they are to the rest of the community.  The South Loop is a 
fast-growing, vibrant and family-oriented neighborhood. Unfortunately, over the past few years I have 
seen many friends and families in our neighborhood move to the suburbs looking to place their children in 
“better” schools.  Because diversity in educational opportunities is vital to maintaining a strong 
community I support expanded academic options including charter schools.  
 
Chicago Classical Academy will be providing a rich, classical liberal-arts curriculum with a strong civics and 
character component coupled with a commitment to the overall health and wellness of every child. As an 
educator I am aware of many of the difficulties faced by students, families and teachers alike.  I support 
Chicago Classical knowing that their educational philosophy advances critical thinking, and I believe this 
approach will provide the children of the community with an innovative high-quality educational 
opportunity.   
 
While earning a Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction, I studied the latest research-based 
methods of education.  One of the most recurring areas of study was the meaningful integration of 
specific topics across various subject areas. The Chicago Classical Academy curriculum integrates 
language, art, and science that are all studied through a historical lens helping students better 
comprehend the material being taught by demonstrating connections across multiple fields of study. 
These meaningful connections help students achieve a deeper understanding and mastery of the specific 
skills taught. This style of education provides students with a strong foundation, which allows them to 
organize and utilize their acquired knowledge that they can purposefully build upon and relate to through 
the years.   
 
It is clear that Chicago Classical Academy has a true understanding of child development as the 
educational design of their K-12 program emphasizes the mastery of basic content (grammar), abstract 
thought (logic), and the art of expression (rhetoric) at the appropriate cognitive stages. In this language-
based curriculum, students will learn by reading, writing and speaking. These domains play a major role in 
each child's success in all subject areas. Further, the Spanish and Latin instruction will also help the 
diverse learners (e.g. EL students) master English vocabulary, furthering their understanding of 
grammar, and helping students develop organization of thought, which is an invaluable skill throughout 
life. 
 
Chicago Classical Academy is proposing to open in the fall of 2018. As a parent who seeks a choice in how 
I educate my child, and an involved community member, I ask that you provide Chicago Classical Academy 
the opportunity to open their doors and meet the ever-expanding educational needs of the South Loop.  
 
Sincerely,  
Katarzyna M. Fulkerson 
708-297-176 





 

416 N. Laramie   |  Chicago, IL. 60644  |  Ph: 312.683.9695 

www.movingeverest.org 
 

 
 

April 5, 2017 
 
Office of Innovation and Incubation 
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602 
 
Dear I and I,  
 
I would like to submit this letter in support of Chicago Classical Academy to gain the approval 
of and be granted a charter by, the Chicago Public School Board of Directors. I have been 
aware of their efforts for some time and have served as an advisor to them as they have 
constructed their charter application. Throughout that process I have become convinced that 
they are; passionate, committed, dedicated, experienced educators who have the best 
interests of children and families in mind.  
 
Charter schools are growing in Chicago and nationwide because parents are demanding them 
and choosing them for their children. Parents, the ones ultimately responsible for the 
education of their children, are choosing charters. Charters empower parents. Especially 
parents who often do not have the option to move, attend a private school, or make a different 
choice than the one they are relegated to because of geography. Chicago Classical Academy 
offers parents a strong choice in the education of their children. A choice based on a tested 
model and a successful model.  
 
Specifically, it provides the parents of the South Loop neighborhood a classical school option 
that is not currently available. As I am sure you are aware, the schools currently operating 
with a classical model in Chicago are among the highest performing schools in the state. I 
believe Chicago Classical will offer an equally strong program to residents of the South Loop 
area and beyond.  
 
I urge the CPS Board of Directors to grant Chicago Classical Academy a charter to operate a 
school in the South Loop neighborhood of Chicago.  
 

Cordially,  

 

Michael Rogers 
Executive Director 
 
Chicago Education Partnership 
Moving Everest Charter School 



            new Beginnings church of Chicago 
                                                           6620 South King Drive                                   Chicago, IL 60637 
                                                           773.326.4200                                               www.nbcchicago.tv 
                                                           773.326.4202 Fax                 COREY B. BROOKS, Senior Pastor 
	  

CHRIST CENTERED & BIBLE BASED 
 

“Turning people from Chicago, America and the World into fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ” 
	  

 

 

June	  12,	  2017	  

	  

To	  Whom	  It	  May	  Concern:	  

I	  am	  pleased	  with	  the	  opportunity	  to	  write	  a	  letter	  of	  support	  for	  Chicago	  Classical	  Academy’s	  
application	  to	  establish	  the	  first	  classical	  school	  in	  Chicago.	  	  Chicago	  Classical	  Academy	  could	  be	  
the	  very	  first	  FREE/OPEN	  ENROLLMENT/PUBLIC	  Charter	  School	  in	  Chicago!	  	  

As	  founder	  and	  CEO	  of	  ProjectHOOD,	  I	  truly	  believe	  that	  education	  plays	  a	  vital	  role	  in	  our	  fight	  
to	  establish	  and	  maintain	  our	  core	  values	  of	   seeking	  peace,	   strengthening	  character,	  building	  
relationships	  and	  creating	   leaders.	  These	  core	  values	  are	  certainly	   inherent	   in	   the	  Model	  and	  
Culture	  of	  CCA:	  “High	  academic	  achievement,	  personal	  discipline,	  ethics	  and	  responsibility	  will	  
consistently	   be	   reinforced	   through	   a	   climate	   of	   respect	   and	   decorum,	   which	   are	   vital	   for	  
intellectual	   development	   and	   character	   growth.”	  Clearly	   CCC	  will	   provide	   an	   atmosphere	   of	  
support	  to	  the	  growth	  of	  the	  whole	  child.	  

Chicago	   Classical	   Academy	   will	   be	   the	   catalyst	   for	   a	   diverse	   group	   of	   students	   to	   benefit	  	  
socially,	  emotionally,	  and	  academically	  under	  one	  roof	  	  –	  and	  the	  South	  Loop	  is	  a	  prime	  location	  
to	   that	   end.	   Their	  meticulous	   charter	   application	   is	   a	   huge	   example	   of	   their	   commitment	   to	  
providing	  enriching	  opportunities	  that	  will	  ultimately	  lead	  to	  academic	  success.	  

I	   strongly	   support	   the	   approval	   of	   the	   charter	   to	   grant	   Chicago	   Classical	   Academy	   the	  
opportunity	  to	  serve	  students	  in	  our	  community.	  	  Chicago	  needs	  CCC!	  

	  

Sincerely,	  	  

Corey B. Brooks 
Corey	  B.	  Brooks	  
Senior	  Pastor,	  New	  Beginnings	  Church	  of	  Chicago	  
Founder/Executive	  Director	  -‐	  Project	  HOOD	  CDC	  
  



August 5, 2017 

Sam Mathias, Authorization Manager 
Office of Innovation and Incubation 
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602 

Dear Mr. Mathias,  

During my years dedicated to the education issues throughout our country; I have learned that 
there is no one single solution to our challenge. However, at its base there is a simple notion: “every 
child has just one chance to get a great K-12 education.” This is the guiding reality of One Chance 
Illinois, of which I am the Executive Director, and a truth that motivates my support for Chicago 
Classical Academy.    

I encourage you to approve Chicago Classical Academy’s charter application. This school will 
represent a realistic and effective addition to Chicago Public School’s efforts towards its mission to 
“provide a high quality public education for every child, in every neighborhood!” This school will 
allow parents to be empowered to choose a classical education, should they want that for their 
child.   

I support access to great schools and educational opportunities.  

Period.   

Chicago Classical Academy uses a historically successful method.  Yet in Chicago it is only available 
to Chicago children who can test in or whose families can pay tuition. A charter approved for 
Chicago Classical Academy will be a step towards offering the opportunity to everyone. 

Moreover, the well structured curriculum and method allows teachers to focus on the children and 
intentionally follow the developmental stages of the child.  It is highly structured and has shown 
particular success with those in need of remediation and Special Ed. Its “math block” is a specific 
example that is putting children first but also considering the perspective of educators who need to 
effectively teach them. 

I am looking forward to the opening of Chicago Classical Academy. I believe it to be a practical 
approach and grounded solution for today’s educational challenges.  I trust you will join me in 
seeing this as a great educational opportunities for all students!  Let’s let them have this option!  

Sincerely, 

Myles Mendoza 
Executive Director 
One Chance Illinois 







September 4, 2017 
 
Office of Innovation and Incubation  
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602  
 
Dear Sam Mathias,  
 
I am in support of Chicago Classical opening its doors in the South Loop.  The staff 
and team starting this school are hard working and passionate about education for 
children.  I have met with Heidi Schroder and Alice Epstein on many occasions I 
have met with them on several occasions and I’m impressed with their consistent 
and tireless work to open this school. They are sincerely working hard to get to 
know parents and the people of the community. 
 
I am a private music teacher in the South Loop and have been teaching for many 
years.  I interact with parents on a daily basis and I see the need and desire for more 
quality education which this school will provide.   Musical training is such a vital 
part of learning and studies have shown that music training focuses a child’s brain 
and reduces anxiety.  
 
I am considering teaching music at the school because of the classical training and 
strong educational foundation they will provide to the children at the school.   I’ve 
watched videos from a similar classical school in Savannah and am extremely 
impressed with classroom conduct, order, participation and student to student 
support.  The teacher is in full control of the classroom and the children are calm 
and focused.  The children are encouraging each other and patiently waiting their 
turn to perform the pieces they learned on their little recorders.  It was impressive 
and encouraging to see what’s also possible in Chicago at this school. 
 
I am confident the staff and school itself will do an excellent job in providing the 
highest possible education for its students.  
 
 

 
Sheila Fortson 
Music Educator 
 



 
@   18th   and   Indiana   in   the   South   Loop 

 
Alicia   D.   Bird 

The   Spoke   &   Bird 

205   E   18th   Street 

Chicago,   IL   60616 

 

March   8,   2017 

 

Of ce   of   Innovation   and   Incubation 

Chicago   Public   Schools 

42   W.   Madison   St. 

Chicago,   IL   60602 

 
Dear   Of ce   of   Innovation   and   Incubation, 

 

As   a   resident   and   business   owner   in   the   South   Loop   neighborhood,   its   educational   opportunities   are   very   important   to   me 

and   my   clients.      The   South   Loop   is   a   vibrant   community   that   is   growing   5%   per   year.      The   business   and   real   estate   sectors 

are   keeping   up   with   the   demands   resulting   from   this   expansion,   but   the   educational   offerings   are   not.      I   have   witnessed   many 

of   my   neighbors   and   friends   leave   this   neighborhood   for   better   schools   and   opportunities   for   their   children. 

 

Chicago   Classical   Academy   is   proposing   to   open   in   the   Fall   of   2018   in   the   South   Loop   and   I   support   this   endeavor.      The 

school   will   provide   a    K-12   classical   education   in   the   greater   South   Loop.      This   will   be   a   rich,   classical   liberal-arts   curriculum 

with   a   strong   civics   and   character   component.   coupled   with   a   commitment   to   the   overall   health   and   wellness   of   every   child. 

This   is   what   the   South   Loop   needs.   

 

Please   give   Chicago   Classical   Academy   the   opportunity   to   open   to   meet   the   educational   demands   of   the   South   Loop.      I   have 

had   the   opportunity   to   witness   the   founders   community   engagement   efforts   and   can   say   that   they   are   passionate   and 

determined   to   make   this   a   school   the   community   wants   and   needs.      They   are   always   in   the   South   Loop   talking   to   parents   and 

families.      Their   passion   is   exciting   to   see   --   it   gives   me   con dence   in   their   eventual   execution.      I   am   con dent   that   upon 

approval   Chicago   Classical   Academy   will   meet   needs   and   further   enrich   the   South   Loop   and   Chicago.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Alicia   D.   Bird 

Owner 

The   Spoke   &   Bird 

alicia@spokeandbird.com 



St. trancis of Assisi Church

J,iy 26,201,7

To \X/hom It May Concern,

I'm thrilled to know that the Chicago Classical Academy is planning to open its doors for the 2018-
2079 academic school yeat 

^s 
the fust school offering classical education in order to addtess the needs

of thousands of Chicago's childten and the greate.r South Loop neighborhood as a whole.

Education is a natural dght of all men, "men of all races, conditions and ages, given their human
digoity, have an inalienable dght to an education that responds to their respective end, to their personal
chatactet and gender, conforming to their homelands' culture and traditions, as well as to the openfless
of fraternal associations with other cultmes in order to nurture true unity and peace."l Thus, the
Chicago Classical Academy will ttuly be an asset as they seek to educate "eve1yofle in the city" with a

classical curiculum that helps students learn how to think, rathet than metely teaching them
"subiects", making the students "capable of further evaluating and actively engaging in today's wotld".

I tnrly believe that the magnificent project of the Chicago Classical Academy will be of great benefit
for the childten of the area for the following reasorrs:

- The fact that classes are velT intertwined seeking to present and teach only the very best out
civilization has to offer -with teachers collaborating across grade levels and disciplines to ensure that
content taught in different subjects reinforces the main themes, is continuous across grade levels, and
repeating matettalis inttoduced in increasing depth-;

- The holistic approach of classical education, within a language-driven, highly structuted model,
supported by a strong civics component and cltaracter development, meant to build up the whole
person, and natura\ emphasizing the fine arts;

- It's great location *at the i.ntersection of three main highways and accessible via three CTA train
lines-;

- And the fact that is open to all, free of charge, based on seat avatlabiltty,

AII of which make of the prospective Chicago Classical Academy a plus for our community and it is
something people want, and they've wanted it for a long time.

Therefore, I strongly support the approval of the charter to graLnt Chicago Classical Academy the
opportunity to enrich the lives of our childten and future generations in a lasting way.

Pa$or of St. Francis of Assisi Church

I C raris itnrc E du ca lio ni.r. 1

813 West Roosevelt Road TeL (312)226-nn

Chicago, Illinois 60608

l-mail sfBl3@sheglohal.net

[a* (312) 226-6283







Alessandra Vaccaro 
Address 

April 1, 2017 

Attn: Sam Mathias 
Authorization Manager 
Office of Innovation and Incubation 
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602 

 

Dear Sam Mathias, 

Latin has long been a language of choice for prestigious schools, but its benefits as a language 
for schools with a diverse, urban student body should not be underestimated. In my career as a 
Latin teacher at a Chicago Public Schools selective enrollment high school and at a parochial 
elementary school, I have seen Latin benefit gifted students, struggling students, English 
language learners, students with reading and executive function disorders, and students with 
behavioral issues. Indeed, Latin is a difficult language, but because it is so unlike other subjects 
it provides a level playing field where students from diverse backgrounds can gain confidence. 
Because of the interdisciplinary nature of Latin, students see that they benefit from their work 
not just through their Latin grade, but because they can decode multi-syllable words, identify 
complex patterns, and defend their positions with clear argumentation. Through studying 
Roman culture, they also become familiar with many foundational concepts of western 
government and culture. No matter what background a student brings to their Latin studies, 
Latin provides a platform for them to deepen their language and analytical skills that can be 
transferred to a wide range of academic, social, and professional contexts.  

In my fifth-grade class, I currently have a student who has lived in the country for less than a 
year, a student who is attending a traditional school for the first time after being homeschooled, 
and a student who is a voracious reader who is often reprimanded for rushing through his 
school work so he can get back to reading. Although they have very different needs, all of them 
can be addressed in the Latin classroom in a way that benefits their other coursework.  The first, 
is struggling academically because of the language barrier and often is overwhelmed. The 
systematic nature of Latin morphology and the amount of cognates between Latin and Spanish, 
make Latin approachable for her and being able to earn high grades in Latin class boosts her 
confidence so she keeps trying in other subjects. The work that we do with derivatives is also 
expanding her English vocabulary and helping her feel more comfortable with working with long 
English words by teaching her the strategy of looking for familiar word roots. The formerly 
homeschooled student is learning how to critique people who are different from him in a 
sensitive manner. When we talk about Roman customs that are strange to Americans, like 
playing games with sheep’s knuckle bones, and he blurts out his opinion in a way that could hurt 
someone’s feelings, it is okay because there are no ancient Romans in the class to be hurt. We 
are able to turn it into a teachable moment to problem solve a better way to react. The 
linguistically gifted student in able to be engaged through enrichment activities like writing his 
own stories in Latin or in English using the derivatives or chapter vocabulary or to keep a log of 
potential Latin derivatives in the book he is reading for fun if he finishes his work early. 

As a high school teacher, I have seen Latin benefit students in the ways described above but 
also in the areas of executive functioning, memorization, and personal growth.  Working at a 
selective enrollment school, I had many students who were so gifted that they were able to 





____________________________ 

August 31, 2017  
 
Attn: Sam Mathias  
Authorization Manager  
Office of Innovation and Incubation  
Chicago Public Schools  
42 W. Madison St.  
Chicago, IL 60602  
 
Dear Sam Mathias, 
 
I am a father, juvenile detention officer, US Army Staff Sergeant veteran with over 20 years of service and 
alumna of Westside Preparatory.  Yes, I am one of the privileged to have had Marva Collins as my 
teacher from fifth grade until eighth grade.  Those four years changed my life and my trajectory. Mrs. 
Collins relentlessly believed in my potential and exposed me to nothing less than the best content from 
the ages. Knowing this content prepared me to progress through the education pipeline, and it gave me 
the body of knowledge to flourish.  I am a African American man from the westside of Chicago - statistics 
and history are not in my favor.  My classical education empowered me to overcome societal obstacles 
with an appropriate self-worth and understanding of the world around me.  I was taught to set high 
standards for myself, to think critically, to better my community and my country, and to read, write and 
speak well.  I am forever grateful to Marva Collins for this priceless gift she gave me.  
 
Chicago Classical Academy is proposing to open in the fall of 2018, they will adopt the Marva Collins 
methodology of teaching timeless content with a strong character component to a diverse body of 
Chicago kids.  Her method took the nation by storm, so I anticipate Chicago Classical Academy will as 
well.  I am excited to see their impact on their students and this city.  But this isn’t possible if we don’t let 
them.  As a Chicagoan and a product of classical education, I urge you to approve Chicago Classical 
Academy!  
  
Sincerely,  

 
Officer Xavier Jones  
Rapid Response Specialist 
1-(773) 710-0543 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 





1335 S. Prairie Chicago, IL 60605 

September 1, 2017 
 
 
 
Office of Innovation and Incubation  
Chicago Public Schools 
42 W. Madison St. 
Chicago, IL 60602  
 
Dear Sam Mathias,  
 
My name is Michelle Gomez and I am the proud parent of Everett Gomez.  I am writing to express 
my interest and support for Chicago Classical Academy.  My child, Everett, will be eligible to attend 
in school year 2021.  Thus, in lieu of an Intent to Enroll, I write this letter.   
 
Personally, Chicago Classical Academy meets my needs by providing an additional school option in 
the Near South area which is very needed due to the rapid growth and planned development. I am 
excited about this school particularly because I believe that character development is such an 
important part of preparing our young students to become great citizens. I love the idea of this 
school being in our area and introducing my son to a Classical Education and helping him to learn in 
a highly structured environment. I look forward to him being able to share experiences and 
knowledge with other students of diverse backgrounds. 
 
I look forward to the day I can submit an application to Chicago Classical Academy.  Thank you for 
considering parents voice and desires!   
 
Truly,  
 

 

Michelle M. Gomez 
 


	LoS Bellinski
	LoS Bethany Church Pr. Daulton
	LoS Bridgeport Coffee M Pilkington
	LoS Chigo Embassy C Butler
	LoS Chris Cleveland
	LoS CityPoint Demetrius D
	LoS Entrenuity LB Jenkins
	LoS INCS A Broy
	LoS J Tillman
	LoS JIyer Parent
	LoS KBrewer Parent
	LoS KDR P Collins
	LoS KFulkerson_Parent
	LoS LaS Ford
	LoS Mike Rogers
	LoS New Beg Ch C Brooks
	LoS One Chance M Mendoza
	LoS Pr Leiva Holy Trinity
	LoS Roop Dhilon.Parent
	LoS S Fortson teacher
	LoS Spoke&Bird A Bird
	LoS St Francis Parrish Fr Mallo
	LoS Susan Ireland
	LoS TMoy Parent
	LoS Vaccaro Latin
	LoS Xavier Jones

