By signing this school petition, | support bringing the proposed ITW (lilinois Tool Works) Speer Academy, a $15M high
quality new public high school, to the 37" Ward. The proposed high school will be managed by Noble, the operator of the
highest performing open enrollment high schools in Chicago. This public, tuition-free, open enrollment high school will
focus on science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare

{YNOBLE

ITW Speer Academy, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand

students for success in college and beyond. No TIF dollars or public dollars are being invested in building this school.
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@NOBLE

ITW Speer Academy, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand
By signing this school petition, | support bringing the proposed ITW (Illinois Tool Works) Speer Academy, a $15M high
quality new public high school, to the 37" Ward. The proposed high schoal will be managed by Noble, the operator of the
highest performing open enrollment high schools in Chicago. This public, tuition-free, open enroliment high school will
focus on science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare
students for success in college and beyond. No TIF dollars or public dollars are being invested in building this school.
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@NOBLE
ITW Speer Academy, una ntieva escuela secundaria publica en 2014!
Al firmar esta peticion, yo apoyo traer la propuesta ITW Speer Academy, una nueva escuela secundaria publica de $15M
de alta calidad, al Distrito 37 (5357 W. Grand). La escuela secundaria propuesta sera administrada por Noble, el operador
de las escuelas secundarias de rendimiento de inscripcién abierta més alta en Chicago. Es publica, con matricula gratis,
con inscripcién abierta, que se enfocars en la ciencia, tecnologia, ingenierfa y matemdticas (STEM) y ofrecers un plan de
estudios de preparacién universitaria para preparar a los estudiantes para el éxito en la universidad. No hay délares TIF o
ddlares puiblicos utilizados en la construccién de esta escuela.
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@NOBLE

ITW Speer Academy, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand

By signing this school petition, | support bringing the proposed ITW (lllinois Tool Works) Speer Academy, a $15M high
quality new public high school, to the 37" Ward. The proposed high school will be managed by Noble, the operator of the
highest performing open enroliment high schools in Chicago. This public, tuition-free, open enrollment high schoal will
focus on science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare
students for success in college and beyond. No TIF dollars or public dollars are being invested in building this school.
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ITW Speer Academ
By signing this school petition, I supp
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Y, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand
ort bringing the proposed ITW {

quality new public high school, to the 37" Ward. The proposed high school will be managed by Noble, the operator of the
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By signing this school petition, | support brin
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ITW Speer Academy, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand

quality new public high school, to the 37" Ward. The proposed h

highest performing open enrollment high sc
focus on science, technology, engineering, a
students for success in college and beyond.

ging the proposed ITW (lllinois Tool Works) Speer Academy, a $15M high

igh school will be managed by Noble, the operator of the

hools in Chicagoe. This public, tuition-free, open enroliment high school will
nd math (STEM) and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare
No TIF dollars or public dollars are being invested in building this school.
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ITW Speer Academy, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand
By signing this school petition, | support bringing the proposed ITW (lllinois Tool Works) Speer Academy, a $15M high
quality new public high school, to the 37" Ward. The proposed high school will be managed by Noble, the operator of the
highest performing open enroliment high schools in Chicago. This public, tuition-free, open enrollment high schod! will
focus on science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare
students for success in college and beyond. No TIF dollars or public dollars are being invested in building this school. .
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@NOBLE
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ITW Speer Academ

Y, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 w. Grand

By signing this school petition, | support bringing the proposed ITW (lllinois Tool Works) Speer Academy, a S15M high

quality new public high school, to the 37"
highest performing open enrollment high
focus on science, technology, engineering,
students for success in college and beyond.

Ward. The proposed high school will be managed by Noble, the operator of the

schools in Chicago. This public, tuition-free, open enrollment high school will
and math (STEM) and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare
No TIF dollars or public dollars are being invested in building this school.
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By signing this school petition, | support bringing the pro
quality new public high school, to the 37"
highest performing open enrollment high
focus on science, technology,

ITW Speer Academy, a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand

posed ITW (llinois Tool Warks) Speer Academy, a $15M high
Ward. The proposed high school will be managed by Noble, the operator of the
schools in Chicago. This public, tuition-free, open enrallment high school will
engineering, and math (STEM) and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare

students for success in college and beyond. No TIF dollars or public dollars are being invested in building this school.
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ITW Speer Academy,
By signing this school petition, | suppo
quality new public high school, to the 37

focus on science, technology, engineering,
students for success in college and beyond.

Ward. The proposed high school will-be managed

lllinois Tool Works)

a new public high school opening in 2014, 5357 W. Grand
rt bringing the proposed (TW { Speer Academy, a $15M high
by Noble, the operator of the
schools in Chicago. This public, tuition-free, open enroliment high school will
and math (STEM} and will offer a college preparatory curriculum to prepare

No TIF dollars or public doHars are being invested in building this school.
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CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF CHICAGO

COUNCIL CHAMBER
CiTYy HALL - Room 300, Suite 45
121 NORTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO. ILLINOIS 60602
EMMA M. MITTS TELEPHONE: (312) 744 - 8019 (312) 744 - 3180
ALDERMAN, 37TH WARD Fax: (312) 744 - 1509
5344 WesT NORTH AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60639
TELEPHONE: 773-745-2894

FAx: 773-745-3749 Thursday, October 10, 2013

E-Mail: emitts@cityofchicago.org

Mr. Martin Cabrera Jr.

Chairman, Chicago Plan Commission

Department of Housing and Economic Development
City of Chicago

121 North LaSalle Street, Room 905

Chicago, IL 60602

Re: Zoning Map Amendment Application

Noble Charter ITW David Speer Academy
5337 West Grand Avenue, Chicago, Illinois

Dear Chairman Cabrera:

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

License & Consumer Protection
{CHAIRMAN)

Aviation
Budget and Govelrlnment Operations
Committee on Committees, Rules and Ethics
Economic, Capital and Technology Develapment
Finlance
Health and Environmental Protection
Pedestrian an.d Traffic Safety
Public Safety

Workforce Development and Audit

Please be advised that | support the proposed Zoning Map Amendment which will
establish a planned development for the Noble Charter ITW David Speer Academy, to
be located at 5337 West Grand Avenue in the Armitage Industrial Corridor. Please
contact me at my office 773-745-2894 if you have any questions regarding this

amendment. Thank you.

Sineerely,

VA
mma Mitts
Alderman, 37" Ward

AEM: sa
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(P) 773-473-7870
B E I H E L (£)773.473.7871
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4950 W, Thomas St

N E W I_ I F E Chicago, IL 6065{
bethelnewlife.org

September 14, 2013

Martin Cabrera, Jr., Chair

Chicago Plan Commission

¢/o Chicago Housing and Department of Economic Development
City Hall room 1000

121 N. LaSalle Street

Chicago, IL 60602

RE: NOBLE ITW CAMPUS
Mr. Cabrera -

| am providing this letter in support of the proposed new Noble ITW campus currently planned for the
Belmont-Cragin community on Chicago's far west side. As you are well aware, Chicago has long
struggled to provide quality education to children on the West Side. Without quality education,
economic development is all but impossible.

We believe that a new Noble ITW campus focusing on STEM curriculum will provide a needed, high-
quality education option for families in the Belmont-Cragin community. Noble is committed to providing
slots for students who live in the immediate vicinity of the school and Bethel will work with Noble to
carve out a percentage of the total enroliment for local families.

It is anticipated that the new campus will bring a $20 million capital investment to the community,
attracting positive attention to a community that does not often receive it and helping to re-brand the
community as one in which high-quality education is provided. A new campus at this location will also
make positive use of vacant space, adding long-term value and progressive land use to the community.
The emotional impact of this type of investment in a community that has been so long disenfranchised
is both powerful and positive for the residents of the community.

It is our understanding that the construction of the new campus in 2014-2015 will create over 100
trades jobs and the completed school will provide up to 50 permanent jobs. Bethelintends to work with
Noble to provide the job skills training necessary to fill their pipeline needs and to ensure that a
significant number of those jobs are filled by community residents.

Additionally, the campus will feature a new soccer/football field that will add to the recreation options
available to community members. We believe that the Noble ITW campus will be a welcome neighbor
and will add to the overall livability of the community.

| encourage you to support the necessary zoning changes and planning modifications that may be
needed to make the Noble ITW campus a reality.



(P 773-473-7870

B E I I | E I_ (F) 773-473-7871
i 4950 W, Thomas St.
N E W I__ I F E Chicago, IL 60651
bethelnewlife.org

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

LoriR. Vm‘.‘e!ungg Ph.D. | President & CEO

Bethel New Life | 4950 W. Thomas | Chicago, IL 60651

T:773 4737870 x141 | F: 773 473 7871
Ivallelun hethelnewlife.org | www.bethelnewlife.org




October 17, 2013

Chairman Martin Cabrera, Jr.

Chicago Plan Commission

c/o the Chicago Department of Housing and Economic Development
City Hall, Room 1000

121 N. LaSalle Street

Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Chairman Cabrera:

I'm Jair Olivares, and although I'm studying a thousand miles away, my heart still
lives at my home on Latrobe, a block away from the Burrito Amigo. That’'s why I'm writing
to you today; I want to advocate for the opening of a new Noble campus. I'm more than
sure that the benefits of Noble's ITW Speer Academy will reach far beyond its walls.

I am a graduate of Pritzker College Prep, a Noble campus, partially by choice, and
partially because it was my only “other” option. The selective enroliment schools had chosen
not to accept me, so my family and I figured Noble would be a good alternative to my
neighborhood high school.

My parents were apprehensive about the neighborhood 1'd be traveling to everyday,
it wasn't the best neighborhood in Chicago, but I never once felt threatened while at school.
Not once. Noble does an excellent job building an environment of study and community.
Having high expectations for us creates a culture where you're not worried about getting
beat up in the hallway or shoved into a locker. What worries you is whether or not your
khakis look well-ironed, how you did on that last test, and how hard you're going to hit
practice after school. Those are the kind of worries that a student should have. Noble builds
character, discipline, and success.

Their biggest strength is their commitment to college. I began my high school career
expecting to be a waiter, factory worker, or mechanic. Not because I thought I wasn't
capable of more, but because that’s what I honestly wanted in life—a simple life with a
family, a home, and job that made enough money to put food on the table. College was
never a real part of my plan. If it happened, it happened. If it didn't, it didn't. However,
going into my junior year, there was no doubt that I would be going to college. Seeing
everyone around me, students and teachers alike, present their best work inspired me to do
more in life than settle for the easiest road. Not pushing myself, not striving for greatness,
and not wanting to give back to my community would be a disservice.

I had to put first things first; I rocked out the ACT, and focused on my grades.
Senior year came and went, and in the summer I was Harvard bound! I'll be forever grateful
for all of the opportunities Noble as afforded me. When I graduate, I fully intend to become
a teacher at Noble and change lives the way Noble changed mine. Where my life goes from
there is anyone’s guess, but if Noble has taught me anything, I know not even the sky’s the
limit.

Best regards,

Jair Gamaliel Olivares Gama
2018, Harvard University
37th Ward Resident
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m Precision Dialogue

Martin Cabrera, Jr., Chair

Chicago Plan Commission

City of Chicago

c¢/o Department of Housing and Economic Development
121 North LaSalle Street

10th Floor

Chicago, IL. 60602

Dear Mr. Cabrera,

I wanted to let you know that we recently have met with the principals at Noble Schools to discuss their
proposed ITW Speer Academy on Grand Avenue. To date, we have had a good working relationship with
them and they have addressed our concerns regarding their project in a satisfactory fashion. It is our
position that they will be a good neighbor and bring enhanced stability to this part of the Grand Avenue
corridor.

If you would care to discuss our interaction regarding this project in any other way, feel free to contact me
directly at my office 773-745-7985. In advance, thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Thomas Ragen

Precision Dialogue
President/CEQO

5501 W. Grand Avenue
Chicago, IL 60639

Precision Dialogue/ 5501 West Grand Avenue/Chicago, IL 60639
www.precisiondialogue.com



ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CAPITOL OFFICE
288-S Stratton Building
Springfield, lllinois 62706
(217) 782-0150 (Office)
(217) 557-7210 (Fax)

e
DISTRICT OFFICE: CYNTHIA SOTO
1341 W. Grand Avenue _
Chicago, llinois 60642 STATE REPRESENTATIVE
(773) 252-0402 (Office) 4™ DISTRICT

(312) 829-3707 (Fax)

DISTRICT OFFICE
2511 W Division Street
Chicago IL 60622
(773)-252-0402

(773) 342-3860

COMMITTEES:

» Energy — Chairperson

+ Appropriations Higher Education

Vice Chairperson

- Appropriations Elementary &

Secondary Education

+ Health Care Availability & Accessibility

- Human Services

September 10, 2013

Chairman Martin Cabrera, Ir.

Chicago Plan Commission

c/o the Chicago Department of Housing and Economic Development
City Hall, Room 1000

121 N. LaSalle Street

Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Chairman Cabrera:

I am writing in support of the construction of a new Noble Network of Charter Schools campus, ITW
David Speer Academy, at the site of the old Rubenstein Lumber Yard, 5357 W. Grand Ave. in the 37t
Ward.

The 37" Ward and the Belmont-Cragin community would benefit tremendously from the addition of this
Noble school. While this campus would not be located in my representative district, it would be closely
adjacent to it and most certainly serve my constituents, who are demanding more high-quality
education options for their children as the population in our area continues to grow. Significantly, ITW
would be the first non-selective, open enrollment charter school in the 37t Ward, welcoming all
students, regardless of background and academic history.

In addition to providing new jobs to community members, ITW David Speer Academy, funded by lllinois
Tool Works in honor of its late CEO who passed away last fall and believed very much in the power of
education to change lives, would offer unique opportunities that our community urgently needs. ITW
would have a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) focused curriculum, with five
laboratories for science and engineering courses. ITW has also promised to provide college scholarships
for Speer Academy students so that they can pursue careers in STEM fields. Additionally, ITW would be
the first Noble campus to have a regulation-size football/soccer field, providing students an added
incentive to remain engaged with school and their community.



ILLINOIS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Since Noble opened its doors in 1999, | have been continually impressed by their success and growth.
The Noble Network now includes 14 high schools serving 8,800 public school students from Chicago’s
most distressed neighborhoods. | truly believe that Noble’s model of high expectations, involved
parents, and committed teachers and school leaders, propels CPS students to success in college and
beyond. | am especially impressed that Noble sends 90% of its students to college, 84% of whom are the
first in their families to attend a higher education institution.

ITW would present great academic and extracurricular opportunities for the children of Belmont-Cragin
and the 37% Ward, and, ultimately, set them on a path for success later in life. We cannot afford to see
any more of Chicago’s high school students drop out of school and disengage from their neighborhoods.
I hope you will agree that ITW David Speer Academy would be an invaluable addition to the community.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this request. | would be happy to answer questions or
discuss further at your convenience.

Sincerely,

G

Cynthia Soto
State Representative
4™ District



September 16, 2013

Martin Cabrera, Jr.

Chair

Chicago Plan Commission

¢/o Department of Housing and Economic Development
City Hall, Room 1000

121 N. LaSalle St.

Chicago, IL 60602

Dear Chairman Cabrera:

My name is Rev. Dr. Marshall E. Hatch and | am the pastor of the New Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church located at 4301 W. Washington in Chicago. In addition to working with my congregants on their
spiritual and personal growth, { am a firm believer in the value of education. | have been active for
many years on boards, and in the community around providing as many high-quality educational options
as possible for the families in my community. That is why | want to express my full support for the new
Noble ITW campus which is to be built next year at 5357 W. Grand Avenue.

It is a known fact that obtaining a quality education has been one of the building blocks for success for
countless Americans, especially those who do not have other resources to offset persistent financial or
familial challenges. Community servants like us know just how crucial good schools are for helping
children to escape poverty and have the opportunity to achieve their fullest potential.

This new Noble campus would be a welcome addition to our constituents because it would offer them
the kind of high-quality, non-selective educational option not currently available in our growing
community. In addition to providing a host of construction jobs and significant permanent employment
to community members, the ITW David Speer Academy would put its academic focus on the sciences,
offering laboratories and modern equipment that are unfortunately lacking in many CPS facilities —
allowing our students to experience learning opportunities that are too often reserved only for those in
more affluent suburbs. Further, as a sound body is as important as a sound mind, Speer Academy would
also have a modern playing field for sports and recreational purposes, like football, soccer, and track and
field, to provide students with a constructive outlet for positive activities that support educational
achievement.

| have a niece and a nephew who both attend one of Noble’s campuses so | am personally familiar with
Noble’s accomplishments and record of success. Noble has developed a model of urban education that
gets results — most importantly sending 90% of its graduates to college. This is the kind of successful
education model that our community needs.

Respectfully, | ask for your assistance in helping to bring the ITW campus to the people we both serve
and | hope you and your panel of commissioners will vote in favor of this important project.

Thank you most sincerely for your time and consideration of these requests. | would be happy to answer
any questions you may have and hope that this is a project on which we can work together.

Very best regards,

Rev. Dr. Marshall E. Hatch
Pastor, New Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church



