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Our Vision 

Youth Connection Charter School will be a nationally recognized 
model for alternative education with quality academic and 
support services, providing tools to empower at-risk students 
and high school dropouts to graduate and become productive 
members of society. 
 

Our Mission 

Youth Connection Charter School is to advocate, develop, and 
provide world-class education to students at risk and high school 
dropouts in collaboration with the alternative high school 
community. YCCS meets the individual needs of students 
through programs committed to academic excellence, human 
development, cultural enrichment, and social equity. YCCS 
prepares students for quality life experiences, technological 
literacy, graduation, vocational and post-secondary education, 
and competitive employment. 
 

Our Core Values 

YCCS campuses promote the following attributes: 

 Integrity 

 Excellence 

 Respect 

 Leadership 

 Responsibility 

 Commitment 

 Courage 
 

 

Youth Connection Charter School 
10 West 35th Street, Suite 11F4-2 • Chicago IL  60616 • (312) 328-0799 • Fax (312) 328-0971 • www.yccs.us 
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Room # School Name Address Phone # Fax # Contact 

500 Youth Connection  

Leadership Academy 

3424 S. State St. 

60616 

312-225-4668 312-225-4862 Keisha Johnson – P 

Kim Hansel – VP 

 

504 Ada S. McKinley –  

Lakeside 

2920 S. Wabash Ave 

60616 

312-949-5010 

 

312-949-5015 

 

Dr. Irma Plaxico – P 

Travis Baldwin –A 

 

506 YCCS Chatham Academy 9035 S. Langley Ave. 

 60619 

773- 651-1500 (773) 651-1523 Lisa Williams- P 

Tony Lyons- VP 

 

520 Sullivan House  

Alternative High School 

8164 S. South Chicago 

Ave. 

60617 

773-978-8680 

 

773-375-1482 Dr. Thomas J. Gattuso- P 

 

523 Latino Youth  

Alternative High School 

2001 S. California 

Ave. 60608 

773-648-2130 773-648-2098 Dr. Ernesto Gonzalez - P 

Leticia Fernandez- VP 

 

526 Jane Addams Alternative 

High School 

1814 S. Union Ave. 

60616 

312-563-1748 312-563-1756 Theresa Comparini – D 

Richard Fox – VP 

 

528 Community Youth 

Development Institute 

7836 S. Union Ave. 

60620 

773-224-2273 773-224-2214 Aaron Royster Jr. – P 

Keena Robinson - VP  

 

 Chicago City Colleges  226 W. Jackson Blvd 

60606 

312-553-2739 312-553-2897 Dawn Howard (Fiscal) 

529 Olive Harvey Middle 

College High School 

10001 S. Woodlawn 

Ave 60628 

773-291-6517  773-291-6199 Devon Morales -  P 

Mateo Trujillo – VP 

 

530 Truman Middle College 

High School 

1145 W. Wilson Ave 

60640 

773-907-4840 773-907-4844 MaryAnn Soley – P 

Kristin Greer – VP 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The mission of the Youth 

Connection Charter School is to 

advocate, develop, and provide 

world class education to high 

school dropouts in partnership 

with the alternative high school 

community. 

 
 

 

OUR VISION 

 
Youth Connection Charter School 

will be a nationally recognized 

model for alternative education 

with quality academic and support 

services, providing tools to 

empower at risk students and high 

school dropouts to graduate and 

become productive members of 

society. 

 

 
 

OUR PHILOSOPHY 

 
All students can achieve 

excellence in a challenging 

educational environment that 

stimulates interest, channels 

energies and develops abilities to 

the fullest potential. 
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Directory 

Room # School Name Address Phone # Fax # Contact 
533 Association House –  

El Cuarto Año High 

School 

1116 N. Kedzie Ave 

 4
th

 Floor  

 60651 

773-772-7170 773-772-8617 David Pieper – IP 

 

535 CCA Academy 1231 S. Pulaski Ave 

60623 

773-762-2272 773-762-2065 

773-762-7714 

(Fiscal) 

Myra Sampson - D 

Van Marshall - A 

536 Academy of Scholastic 

Achievement 

4651 W. Madison St. 

60644 

773-921-1315 773-921-8324 Nicole Simpson – P 

Marvin Simpson- VP 

Gladys Simpson – D 

537 Dr. Pedro Albizu 

Campos Puerto Rican 

High School 

2739 W. Division St. 

60622 

773-342-8022 773-342-6609 Danette Sokacich  - IP 

Juanita Garcia- A 

538 Innovations High School 

of Arts Integration  

17 N. State Street,  

2
nd

 and 3
rd

  floor  

60602 

312-999-9360 

 

312-999-9361 

 

Omar Moore – P 

Melissa Fleming - VP  

LaShaun Jackson - D 

543 West Town Academy 

Alternative High School 

534 N. Sacramento 

Blvd. 

60612 

312-563-9044 

 

312-563-9672 Dr. Kent Nolen-P 

Quitmann Dillard- VP 

544 Austin Career 

Education Center 

5352 W. Chicago Ave 

60651 

773-626-6988 773-626-2641 Debra Williams - D 

Anne Gottlieb - VP 

545 Westside Holistic  

Leadership Academy  

4909 W.  Division St. 

60651 

773-261-0994 773-261-1029 Daisy Lopez – P 

Christina Romo- VP 

Richard Transon - VP 

547 Aspira Antonia Pantoja 

Alternative High School  

Aspira – Inc. 

3121 N. Pulaski Ave. 

60641 

773-252-0970 

 

 

773-252-0994 

 

 

Martha Zurita - P 

Wendy Mendez- VP 

 

 

Prologue Inc. 1135  N. Cleaver St. 

60622 

773-935-9925 773-665-8357 Nancy Jackson - D 

 

553 Charles Hamilton 

Houston Alternative 

High School 

7847 S. Jeffery 

Chicago, IL. 60649 

773-723-9630  773-665-8357 Kimberly Ellison – D 

Pa Joof - P 

 

 

P – Principal VP-Vice Principal  I- Interim Basis A – Administrator D- Director 

 



 

                                                         

                                 
                      YOUTH CONNECTION CHARTER SCHOOL 

 

                      
 

                                        FACT SHEET 1997-2013  

 
For sixteen years the Youth Connection Charter School 

(YCCS) has served as the leading provider of alternative 

education programs in the Chicago area. YCCS is the only 

chartered alternative education system that is solely 

dedicated to serving the growing population of dropout and 

at-risk students in Illinois. 

 

 YCCS  graduating class among CPS schools in 2012-

2013, YCCS accounted for nearly 7% of CPS graduates  

 For the  2012-2013 school year,  12% of all African- 

American CPS graduates were YCCS students, as were 

almost 7% of all Latino graduates in 2012-2013  

 68% of YCCS Students met Growth Targets in Reading 

and 72% met Growth Targets in Math based on STAR 

Testing Assessment for 2012-2013. 

 83% of YCCS graduates continue on to post-secondary 

education and/or employment 

 Since 1997, over 15,000 students have earned their high 

school diplomas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By building small campuses in partnership with community-based  

organizations and nearby community colleges, YCCS provides at-risk  

students with an innovative  learning environment designed to accelerate  

their educational development and  help them to earn a high school diploma. 

 
 YCCS campuses had an average attendance rate of 76.6% and a one year 

Graduation  Rate of 86.4% for 2012-2013    

  At any given time there are at least 1,500 students on the waiting list to 

 enroll into one of  the  20  YCCS campuses 
  

 
 

            

Your continued support for public education in 

Illinois is greatly needed and deeply appreciated 

10 West 35th Street, Suite 11F4-2 Chicago IL  60616-3717 (312) 328- 0799                          
www.yccs.org 

http://www.yccs.org/
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Youth Connection Charter School (YCCS) became the 
first and only alternative education system in Illinois 
dedicated to bringing dropouts, as well as students at 
risk of educational failure, back into the academic 
fold. Our innovative programs help prepare YCCS 
graduates to become productive citizens. 
 
Chartered in 1997, YCCS has long been recognized as 
a national model for cooperative, community-based, 
high-quality academic and support services. YCCS 
believes all students can achieve excellence in a 
challenging educational environment that stimulates 
interest, channels energies, and develops abilities to 
the fullest potential. In many instances, students 
experience both academic and personal success for 
the first time. Time and again, students prove 
determined and able to transcend barriers when 
given a second chance to succeed at education. 
 
Most YCCS students enroll after months and 
sometimes years of being out of school. More often 
than not, they have chronic truancy problems, low 
basic skill levels, minimal credits, learning disabilities, 
and social challenges, including parenthood, 
homelessness, run-ins with the juvenile justice 
system, and gang membership. 

Youth Connection Charter School 

YCCS Overview 

10 West 35th Street, Suite 11F4-2 • Chicago IL  60616   • Ph: (312) 328-0799  • Fax: (312) 328-0971 •  www.yccs.us 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Everyone here is focused on finishing school, so there are no  
cliques to distract us from our goal of graduation.” 
                                                                                                                                                     - Breanna Herron 

 “My experience at Truman Middle College was great because the teachers and 
staff seemed to care about me. Since the class sizes were small I was able to get 
more one-on-one time with my teachers which helped me stay focused on my 
studies.” 

- Howard Wade 

In addition to academic credit courses leading 
to a high school diploma or its equivalent, 
YCCS offers courses and activities designed to 
enhance students’ self-esteem; small classes 
with individualized instruction; tutorials; and 
opportunities for students to develop career 
and life skills as well as academic excellence. 
The instructional focus is on the essential skills 
needed to access post-secondary education 
and/or employment, and bringing students up 
to grade level by teaching them how to learn 
and how to apply the knowledge they acquire 
to their everyday lives. Along with relevant 
learning, we emphasize personal 
responsibility, social development, and career 
integration, and self-discipline, community 
involvement, and economic literacy. Students 
are provided with employment services, job 
readiness skills, and career planning, as well as 
individual and group counseling. Social and 
human care services—child care, legal 
assistance, and emergency food, shelter, and 
clothing—are available to students through 
referrals and intensive case management. 
 
At YCCS, we know there is no single formula 
for success, and that success is only achieved 
when we recognize and celebrate the 
individual strengths and intrinsic worth of all 
students. Maybe that’s why, at any given time, 
more than a thousand Chicago-area students 
who want to return to school patiently await 
an opening at Youth Connection Charter 
School, so that they, too, can have a second 
chance. 

Yet the numbers show that YCCS can help 
students previously “left behind.” Over the 
past 15 years, YCCS has achieved average 
retention rates of 69%, average attendance 
rates of 76.6% and average annual grade 
gains, amongst the stable student body, of 2.4 
years in math and 2.5 years in reading. To 
date, YCCS has graduated over 15,000 
students. 
 
How does YCCS engage its students in the 
learning process? By addressing each 
individual’s needs for human development, 
cultural enrichment, and social equity, as well 
as academic achievement. While the courses 
offered must be the same as those in 
traditional high schools, YCCS preaches and 
practices flexibility and innovation in our 
curriculum and school organization. All 20 
campuses adhere to the YCCS fundamental 
design principles.  
 
In addition to academic credit courses leading 
to a high school diploma or its equivalent, 
YCCS offers courses and activities designed to 
enhance students’ self-esteem; small classes 
with individualized instruction; tutorials; and 
opportunities for students to develop career 
and life skills as well as academic excellence. 
The instructional focus is on the essential skills 
needed to access post-secondary education 
and/or employment, and bringing students up 
to grade level by teaching them how to learn 
and how to apply the knowledge they acquire 
to their everyday lives. 

 



Progressive Educational 

Center 



Agenda 

• Welcoming remarks from Rolando Correa, 

President & CEO 

• Presentation on Rincon Family Services and 

on the Progressive Educational Center 

• Tour of 3710 and 3720 North Kedzie Avenue 

 



Mission Statement 

• Rincon Family Services is dedicated to 

rendering compassionate and effective 

programs that promote the quality of life by 

serving as a catalyst to advocate, educate, 

and empower individuals and their families. 



History 

• Rincon Family Services (RFS), formerly known as El 

Rincon Community Clinic, is a not-for-profit 

community organization that was established in 

1972. It’s work was started by community leaders 

alongside individuals who were struggling with 

substance abuse to combat the epidemic use of 

heroin and violence that were dismantling their 

families and communities. Addressing and 

advocating for the unique needs of a growing 

Chicago Latino population, RFS became an oasis of 

hope and a center for change.  



Growth 
• Over the past three years, RFS has expanded its mission 

from an individual-focus of care to a more comprehensive 

approach in which the entire family system is supported. In 

its expansion, the organization has added eight new 

programs that engage children, young adults, parents, as 

well as the distinct needs of men and women.  

• RFS has grown to serve an increasingly diverse population 

throughout the Chicago community areas of Avondale, 

Belmont Cragin, Hermosa, Humboldt Park, and Logan 

Square. The organization has implemented a variety of new 

methods for treatment and prevention, which include 

mental health and educational services with plans to 

expand programming even further in the near future.  

 



Program Description:  

Rafael “Paloma” Rios, Jr. Center 



Rafael “Paloma” Rios, Jr. Center 

• Opioid Maintenance Treatment (OMT)—  

• HIV Early Intervention Program—  

• Adult Mental Health Services (18-up)— 

• Anger Management— 

• Gambling— 

• State-Licensed DUI Services— 

• DFI-Case Management Services for Women and Children 

• Court Order Substance Abuse Treatment 

 



Program Description: Hilda Frontany 

Women’s Center 



Program Description at the  

Hilda Frontany Women’s Center 
• Adult Mental Health Services (18-up)— 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (Ages 8-17)–  

• Anger Management— 

• Gambling— 

• State-Licensed DUI Services— 

• Court Order Substance Abuse Treatment 

• Chicago Drive Safe Coalition— 

• Salud Y Mas (Community Health/Promotora) Program— 

• HIV Early Intervention Program—  

 



Program Description 3710 North Kedzie 



Program Description 3710 North Kedzie 

• Intact Family Recovery Program — 

• Chicago Regional Traffic Safety Resource Center— 

• Re-Entry Program— 

• SAPP (Substance Abuse Prevention Program) “Too Good 

For Drugs”—  

• Adult Mental Health Services (18-up)— 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (Ages 8-17)–  

• Anger Management— 

• State-Licensed DUI Services— 

• Court Order Substance Abuse Treatment 

 

 

 



Proposed program description 3720 

• Proposed  staggered programming and transportation  plan 

that will affect local traffic patterns or business parking. 



Educational Philosophy  

• Developing educational objectives that work around 

individual circumstances, meeting students where they 

are at while overcoming previous barriers to success.  

• Maintaining a comprehensive approach to learning 

that leads to self-sustainability and workforce 

readiness. 

• Providing real world professional advancement skills 

and opportunities in fields that are hiring and 

expanding.  

• Enhancing capacity for language and communication, 

including technology, in an increasingly globalized 

world. 

• Cultivating an attitude of productive citizenship and 

empowering a life-long commitment to civic 

engagement. 



Vision Statement 

• To be a model educational center that promotes 

wellbeing, respects diversity and provides its 

students with a solid foundation for a prosperous 

future. 

• To serve everyone, regardless of age or 

experience, as an institution of distinction for 

ongoing guidance, support, and access to 

resources.  

• Strengthen the mission of Rincon Family Services 

to continue to embrace both the needs and assets 

of the community as a whole. 

 



Educational Needs 
• Nearly 80% of people over age 25 in the general Chicago 

population have a high school diploma.  

• In our community however, this number is much different.  Most of 

our neighborhoods have significantly lower rates.   

– For example, in Hermosa, almost 42% of people over the age of 

25 do not have a High School diploma, and both Belmont Cragin 

and Humboldt Park have over 35% of this same population 

without High School diplomas.   

– In Avondale, the statistic is 22.6%.  

• Statewide average truancy rate of 9%. 

• Kelvyn Park 87%    Schurz 84.6% 

• Foreman 71%    Steinmetz 72%  

• Prosser 62%   Roosevelt 64.6%  

• Moreover, the attendance rate at Schurz is 84.6%, lower than district, 

region, and state attendance rates.  



Proposed Educational Programs 

• Adult Education  

• After School Programming  

• Young Adult Learning Center  

• Professional Certificate 

Development 



Adult Education 

• Provide adults with preparatory and developmental instruction 

in Adult Basic Education (ABE), Citizenship, English as a 

Second Language (ESL), and/or General Educational 

Development (GED) to meet students' individual goals. 

Individual goals may include post-secondary education, 

employment skills training, career building.  

Services include:  

– GED® Preparation classes (classroom instruction or 

online) 

– English as second language (ESL)  

– College readiness  

– Workforce preparation and Bridge classes 

– Basic reading and math skills 

– Citizenship classes 

 



After School Programming 
• Effective after school programs use evidence-based 

approaches to provide safe, fun environments for all 

students to participate in enrichment activities outside of 

the traditional school day. Students are exposed to a variety 

of experiences including structured recreational activities, 

tutoring, literacy, technology, wellness and health promotion 

programming, and referrals for additional supportive services 

such as counseling and mentorship. 

• There are several benefits to children joining after school 

programs. Students who participate in our programs are more 

likely to experience:  

– Increased academic performance 

– Improved attendance  

– Be more excited to learn and achieve 

– Parent-Child  learning environment  

 



Young Adult Learning Center 

• The Young Adult learning Center will provide academic and 

workforce development to older youth/young adults (ages 16-

24) who do not have a high school credential, and particularly 

those who are not involved in formal education. The YALC’s 

academic program makes it possible for students to make 

progress towards entering into one of the local alternative 

schools or to go back into their original high school. The 

program also provides the counseling and youth development 

supports that assist young people in achieving  their academic 

goals. 

• Services include, but are not limited to: 

– Academic support 

– Family and Individual Counseling  

– Health Services  

– Alcohol and Substance Abuse Prevention 



Professional Certificate Development 
• The organization is establishing partnerships with local 

Chicago Community Colleges to provide the following, but not 

limited to:  

– Nursing degrees (LPNs, RNs) 

– Nursing certificates (CNAs) 

– Certified Addiction Counselor certificates  

– Home Care certificates  

– Culinary arts certificate 

– Information Technology 

– Medical technology and billing  

– EMT certificate 

• Pre and post employment and workforce development support, 

including facilitated relationships with potential employment 

and internship placement sites in a variety of vibrant 

professional fields 



New Classroom Design Ideas 
Supporting Active Learning Environments 

 



GALLERY OF ACTIVE LEARNING SPACES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rethinking Classroom Space to Support: 
 



Collaborative Learning Studios 

Designed to support 
quick reconfiguration 
among multiple modes: 
from lecture to project 
work to discussion and 
test taking and back 
again. 



Designed for the entire ecosystem to work as a tool for learning. 



Designed for a variety of 
learning: small group, 
individual, large group, 
hands-on, independent 
research 

University of Puerto Rico - Biology lab 






















































































































